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1 . DURING MEETING WITH CHARGE JAN 5, HUSNI SHAABAN, DIRECTOR 
OF NORTH AMERICAN AFFAIRS AT MFA, ASKED WHETHER CHARGE HAD 
HEARD THAT LIBYA HAD LIETED OIL EMBARGO AGAINST U.S. 

CHARGE SAID WE HAD HEARD REPORTS TO THIS EEFECT, AND ASKED 
WHETHER SHAABAN COULD CONFIRM THEM OFFICIALLY. SHAABAN 
SAID THAT HE COULD. HE HAD TALKED WITH MFA UNDERSECRETARY 
DURDAH, WHO HAD TOLD HIM EMBARGO HAD IN FACT BEEN LIFTED. 
SHAABAN HOPED "PERSONALLY" THAT THIS WOULD REMOVE ONE 
OBSTACLE TO BETTER BILATERAL RELATIONS. IN REPLY TO QUESTION, 

HE SAID IT HAD NOT YET BEEN DECIDED WHETHER THERE WOULD BE 
PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT. 

2. OIL COMPANIES OPERATING IN LIBYA HAVE NOT BEEN NOTIFIED 
OF LIBYAN "DECISION" TO LIFT EMBARGO. IN OUR OPINION 

LIBYANS ARE SIMPLY TRYING TO MAKE THE BEST OF AN EMBARRASSING 
PREDICAMENT, SINCE EMBARGO HAS BEEN CIRCUMVENTED WITH FULL 
KNOWLEDGE OF LIBYAN GOVT FOR SOME TIME. FACED BY PRESS REPORTS 
WITH CHOICE OF CLAIMING EMBARGO STILL ON OR ADMITTING LIBYAN OIL 
IS LEAKING TO U.S., THEY SEEM TO HAVE DECIDED TO TRY TO 
HAVE IT BOTH WAYS, MAKING NO ANNOUNCEMENT AND PRIVATELY 
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DO ANYWAY TO MARKET A LITTLE MORE OF THEIR OVERPRICED OIL. 

WHEN OTHER ARAB STATES LIFTED EMBARGO LAST MARCH, TYPICAL 
LIBYAN PUBLIC STATEMENT WAS, "LIBYA WILL NOT RECONSIDER 
ITS DECISION UNLESS U.S. CHANGES ITS AGGRESSIVE POLICY 
AGAINST ARABS" (LIBYAN RADIO, MARCH 18, 1974). TO PUBLICLY 
LIFT EMBARGO NOW WOULD BE TO TACITLY ADMIT POLITICAL 
ATTITUDE OF U.S. HAS "IMPROVED". UNTIL THIS HAPPENS, 

AND WE DOUBT THAT IT WILL, LIBYANS HAVE ONLY 
TAKEN EASY WAY OUT, AND DESERVE NO THANKS FROM US. 
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